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for a period of 6 years after the registration or
report (as the case may be) is filed; and

(11) make publicly available, on a semi-
annual basis, the aggregate number of reg-
istrants referred to the United States Attor-
ney for the District of Columbia for non-
compliance as required by paragraph (8).

(b) Enforcement report
(1) Report

The Attorney General shall report to the
congressional committees referred to in para-
graph (2), after the end of each semiannual pe-
riod beginning on January 1 and July 1, the
aggregate number of enforcement actions
taken by the Department of Justice under this
chapter during that semiannual period and, by
case, any sentences imposed, except that such
report shall not include the names of individ-
uals, or personally identifiable information,
that is not already a matter of public record.

(2) Committees

The congressional committees referred to in
paragraph (1) are the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs and the
Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate and
the Committee on the Judiciary of the House
of Representatives.

(Pub. L. 104-65, §6, Dec. 19, 1995, 109 Stat. 698;
Pub. L. 110-81, title II, §§201(b)(3), 209(a), (b), 210,
Sept. 14, 2007, 121 Stat. 742, 748.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original
‘“‘this Act” meaning Pub. L. 104-65, Dec. 19, 1995, 109
Stat. 691, known as the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 1601 of this title
and Tables.

AMENDMENTS

2007—Pub. L. 110-81, §210, designated existing provi-
sions as subsec. (a), inserted heading, and added par.
(11) and subsec. (b).

Par. (4). Pub. L. 110-81, §209(b), inserted before semi-
colon at end ‘‘and, in the case of a report filed in elec-
tronic form under section 1604(e) of this title, make
such report available for public inspection over the
Internet as soon as technically practicable after the re-
port is so filed”.

Par. (6). Pub. L. 110-81, §201(b)(3), substituted ‘‘quar-
terly period” for ‘‘semiannual period”.

Pars. (9), (10). Pub. L. 110-81, §209(a), added pars. (9)
and (10).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2007 AMENDMENT

Except as otherwise provided, amendment by Pub. L.
110-81 applicable with respect to registrations under
the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995 (this chapter) hav-
ing an effective date of Jan. 1, 2008, or later and with
respect to quarterly reports under that Act covering
calendar quarters beginning on or after Jan. 1, 2008, see
section 215 of Pub. L. 110-81, set out as a note under sec-
tion 30104 of Title 52, Voting and Elections.

§ 1606. Penalties
(a) Civil penalty
Whoever knowingly fails to—
(1) remedy a defective filing within 60 days
after notice of such a defect by the Secretary

of the Senate or the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives; or
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(2) comply with any other provision of this
chapter;

shall, upon proof of such knowing violation by a
preponderance of the evidence, be subject to a
civil fine of not more than $200,000, depending on
the extent and gravity of the violation.

(b) Criminal penalty

Whoever knowingly and corruptly fails to
comply with any provision of this chapter shall
be imprisoned for not more than 5 years or fined
under title 18, or both.

(Pub. L. 104-65, §7, Dec. 19, 1995, 109 Stat. 699;
Pub. L. 110-81, title II, §211(a), Sept. 14, 2007, 121
Stat. 749.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original
‘“‘this Act” meaning Pub. L. 104-65, Dec. 19, 1995, 109
Stat. 691, known as the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 1601 of this title
and Tables.

AMENDMENTS

2007—Pub. L. 110-81 designated existing provisions as
subsec. (a), inserted heading, substituted ¢$200,000”’ for
€‘$50,000” in concluding provisions, and added subsec.
(o).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2007 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 110-81, title II, §211(b), Sept. 14, 2007, 121 Stat.
749, provided that: ‘“The amendments made by sub-
section (a) [amending this section] shall apply to any

violation committed on or after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act [Sept. 14, 2007].”

§1607. Rules of construction
(a) Constitutional rights

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to
prohibit or interfere with—
(1) the right to petition the Government for
the redress of grievances;
(2) the right to express a personal opinion; or
(3) the right of association,

protected by the first amendment to the Con-
stitution.
(b) Prohibition of activities

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to
prohibit, or to authorize any court to prohibit,
lobbying activities or lobbying contacts by any
person or entity, regardless of whether such per-
son or entity is in compliance with the require-
ments of this chapter.

(¢) Audit and investigations

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to
grant general audit or investigative authority
to the Secretary of the Senate or the Clerk of
the House of Representatives.

(Pub. L. 104-65, §8, Dec. 19, 1995, 109 Stat. 699.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original
‘“‘this Act” meaning Pub. L. 104-65, Dec. 19, 1995, 109
Stat. 691, known as the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 1601 of this title
and Tables.

§ 1608. Severability

If any provision of this chapter, or the applica-
tion thereof, is held invalid, the validity of the
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